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workmen in it, but, nevertheless, the management had advertised their first performance for October 22. " They opened with the comedy of She Would and She Would Not; or, The Kind Impostor, to a house about half full;" and the second night played the Beggar's Opera, to a house of less than ^20. " This," continues Victor, " brought the managers forward much sooner than they had intended; and when they performed, the people must have wanted taste indeed not to have crowded thither."
Mrs. Macklin, who was engaged by Barry and Woodward, died about this time, before she was able to play any part at the new theatre, and at her death Macklin lost a faithful wife and the stage a very capable actress. As soon as decency would permit, Macklin joined his fellow-actors in Dublin ; but he soon quarrelled with his friends, and returned to London in 1759. So deep was his quarrel with his former allies, that we find him in a few months in treaty with Victor, to play along with his daughter, at the Smock Alley Theatre, an arrangement which, owing to Miss Macklin's ill health, was never carried out
The old managers might indeed have made headway against the new theatre, but for a shocking accident that befell some of the company on their way to Ireland. The Dublin, Captain White, was driven by stress of weather on the coast of Scotland, where she foundered with all on board. Among the seventy passengers were Theophilus Gibber, Maddox, and other English aux-iliaries. "Our loss of Maddox" writes poor Victor, f' was almost irretrievable, because with our Harlequin went the music, and the business, and the. plot of the Pantomime; as also, among the geniuses, the man who played on the twelve bells fastened to his head, hands,